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Newsletter 

Cole County R-1 Schools Russellville 

August 2023 

Priority Area #1 (Teaching and Learning):  
Due to the timing of the Missouri State Archery Tournament, the School Board voted to 
approve a revision to the district calendar.  Please visit the district website to view the 
complete approved schedule for the 2023-2024 school year (District tab, Calendar 
2023-2024 Approved).  

 The handbooks for each building, athletics, and band will be posted to the 
school website.  (Schools tab, Handbooks). A copy will also be given to each stu-
dent at the start of the school year.  

 Our revised Comprehensive School Improvement Plan is now posted to the 
District website under the District tab. The revisions are based on feedback from 
our administration team, Superintendent area supervisor, and to help reflect our 
most recent district decisions. We plan to reconvene with our CSIP committee this 
fall to continue our CSIP work. 

 
Priority Area #2 (Collaborative Culture/Staffing) 
On-line registration:  

As we transition from TylerSIS to Infinite Campus this fall, please watch the dis-
trict website, Facebook page, Indian Texts and newsletters for updates to processes 
and procedures, including online registration, accessing your student’s online portal, 
setting up your parent portal, making lunch payments, and sending and receiving mes-
sages from district staff through Infinite Campus.    
 
New Staff: 
We have several new friendly faces joining our district for the 2023-2024 school year 
and many others who will continue to support students as they transition to new posi-
tions within the district.  Welcome to the district:  

Jordan Shortt - district vocal music teacher; Larissa Mehmert – instructional 
coach; Danielle Greubel – junior high/high school principal; Ryan Hedrick – junior high/
high school assistant principal; Stephanie Marr – district psychological examiner; Aus-
tin Anderson – assistant football coach; Kaylyn Bopp – junior high/high school nurse; 
Patty Ruether – cook; Cindy Iman – cook; Ray Eickmeyer – 5th grade teacher; Jordan 
Green – elementary social-emotional leader; Abby Schnieders – junior high/high school 
art teacher; Dan Sherwood – high school language arts teacher; Debra Schmidt – jun-
ior high language arts teacher; Amy Gipe – paraprofessional; Alex Metcalf – 
paraprofessional; Rachel Ratcliff – Title 1 math teacher; Dana Schad – 3rd grade 
teacher; Cheryl Groner—Kindergerten; Felicia Leslie— high school language arts; Da-
vid Coplin—Maintenance director; Martha Francis—cook 
 
New Conference Update: 

We had our first executive meeting on June 15th.  Conference members have 
decided that Superintendents and athletic directors will meet monthly, and the title of 
Conference President would begin with Steve Combs (Harrisburg) for the 2023-2024 
school year and rotate annually to each of the district superintendents.  Athletic direc-
tors will continue to work on potential names for the new conference and narrow the 
list.  Each community will have an opportunity to provide feedback, and the name will 
be decided by school vote.  Once a name has been selected, there will be a contest 
open to students to create the logo for the new conference.  

        (continued) 
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Priority Area #3 (Funding/Facilities):  
 
Upcoming Tax Rate Hearing: 

 Reassessments of the district’s tax rate occur during odd numbered years, so this is a reassessment 
year.  In compliance with Missouri Statute 67.110 and Board Policy P 3320, the district tax rate hearing will be 
held at 5:30 pm on Thursday, August 17th, before our August Board Meeting. 

 
Facilities Update: 

 Exterior elementary doors modification project- Beishir is scheduled to be on the elementary campus on 
Monday, July 31st through August 2nd to complete this project. 

 JH/HS Connector Status:  Pending floor installation and waxing, we anticipate the connector to be open for 
use by the start of the school year.  

 Elementary Fire Alarm Status: The project is approximately 95% complete and we hope to be ready for 
startup by the beginning of August. 

 The JH/HS Masonry project is complete and waiting for a final walk through. 

 Dr. Jennewein met with Nick Raithel of Raithel Brothers Construction to explore additional options to ad-
dress the high school parking lot.  The district is accepting bids on the project.  

 Mr. James Case began regrading the elementary playground area on July 11th.  The playground equip-
ment was donated for use at the Russellville City Park, Russellville Lion’s Club and the Russellville Baptist 
Church.  The anticipated completion for the playground installation at the elementary building is delayed due to 
electrical wire repair and replacement.   

 
 
 
Respectfully submitted by,  
Dr. Jeff Jennewein 

Board Minutes 

Board meeting minutes are posted to the district’s website at coler1indians.org under the Board of Education 

tab.  Agendas and meeting minutes for previous school years may be found under Archived Agendas in the 

Board of Education tab.   

A Note from the Principals 

Parents and Guardians, please watch your email for 

messages and back-to-school details and information 

from your child’s building principal.  
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Free and reduced meal applications are available at your 

child’s school office and online at coler1indians.socs.net 

(Resources, Family Links).   
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Families needing bus transportation for their student(s) to and/or from school must com-

plete a transportation form each year.  Please return completed forms to Tina Weber at 

tweber@durhamschoolservices.com or your child’s school office.  
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Russellville 

Night of Champions 

Students participating in Summer Athletic En-

hancement had a fun Night of Champions with 

lots of PRs and lots of parents seeing what 

their kids have been up to all summer.  It was 

a great way to cap off our best summer ever 

with an average daily attendance of over 90 

student athletes each day! 

We are so proud of these amazing 

young people and excited to see how 

this work pays dividends for them indi-

vidually and on their sports teams dur-

ing the upcoming school year! 
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SUBSTITUTE BUS DRIVERS 

AND SUBSTITUTE TEACHERS  

 

Sub bus drivers needed—Please contact Tina Weber at  573
-690-3256. 

Substitute Teachers—The Cole County R-1 School District is 

in need of Substitute Teachers. Must have Substitute Certifi-

cation from DESE. The pay is $100 per day. The Cole County 

R-1 School District is an Equal Opportunity Employer. Down-

load and print the Classified application from our website 

(coler1indians.socs.net), or you may pick up an application 

at the Superintendent's office. Any questions, please contact 

Rachel Brizendine at 573-782-3534.  

IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT 

The Cole County R-I School District is moving its student information system from 

TylerSIS to Infinite Campus for the 2023-2024 school year.  Please watch the district 

website, Facebook, and email for updates and details about the switch, and infor-

mation for setting up your new parent portal during this transition.   

Important Dates 
 

August 17 — Board Meeting @ 5:30pm—

JH/HS Library (use gym/superintendent’s 

entrance) 

August 23 — FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL 

September 4— Labor Day—NO SCHOOL 

September 15—Mid Quarter 

September 20—Picture Day 

http://goo.gl/tTWEzE

